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Evaluation of Crime and Policing Strategies
Crime prevention requires strategies that enhance effectiveness and fairness. The police are required to consider approaches that take into account the day-to-day concerns of the citizens in order to more effectively address crime in society. Policing strategies including community contact and crackdowns are effective in their unique ways, but it is necessary to understand how they impact the community in positive or negative ways. The police are required to use innovative strategies to support the traditional police approaches that focus on discipline and strict adherence to law. It is important to emphasize that quality of crime prevention strategies is the most critical approach in addressing crime, and not extent of force used or number of police officers existing within a particular area.
The police should place more emphasis on identifying and addressing the precipitating causes of crime if policies for crime deterrence are to be fully effective. It is evident that police officers hold significant influence on social services in the modern world as the community expects them to maintain law and order. The police are therefore well placed to prevent crime by identifying situational opportunities that foster crime. From the reading, it is recommended that the use of traditional crime deterrence policies should be supplemented by approaches that involve community policing and solving of situational problems (Braga, 2015). These will enable the police to develop strong strategies that utilize the strengths of traditional strategies including discipline, response and apprehension, and strengths of new methods including social support and an awareness of the day-to-day concerns of citizens. It is recommended that the police expand the quality and breadth of their interaction with citizens on a frequent basis (Braga, 2015). Community policing is an innovative approach that was introduced to alter the perception of the police in the eyes of the community. Increasing the quantity and quality of contact with citizens will enforce the effectiveness of this approach in addressing crime. Increased interaction will also enable the police to more easily identify the precipitating causes of crimes, allowing law enforcement officers in general to be empowered to prevent crime from its roots. This is opposed to current tendency of using reactive rather than proactive approaches to crime, particularly in areas that are prone to crime and hold disadvantaged groups. 
The correlation between number of police officers and crime rates in any specific area is another important finding that is gained from the readings. Extensive research conducted from the 90s to the mid-2000s concluded that there is no reasonable association between more police officers and reductions in crime rates (Braga, 2015). The lack of adequate evidence to determine how more police officers can lead to decreased crime rates shows that there is no logical support for calls to employ more police officers in strategies aimed at crime prevention. More states in America and more countries around the world are increasingly in danger of becoming police states, as the number of police officers increases steadily on an annual basis to purportedly combat the increased types of crimes of the modern day ranging from cyber crimes, financial offenses and traffic offenses. From the reading, we find that crime rates in America decreased consistently even after reductions in the number of police officers employed (Braga, 2015). This is an important finding because it indicates that quality of crime prevention strategies should be prioritized over the number of police officers employed to address crime.
Problem-oriented policing is another important finding from this reading as it encompasses three major principles involved in crime and policing. The empirical principle is a principle which holds that the society expects the police to address a wide variety of issues. The normative principle holds that the police are expected to address problems instead of only responding to criminal occurrences as required by law. The scientific principle states that the police should develop scientific measures to address crime problems while utilizing analytics and interventions that are supported by established theory and evidence. These three main principles cover the key areas of discussion involved in crime prevention strategies. Leaders in the police and in government should analyze these principles closely to determine their applicability.
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